) National Poetry Day 2019

%,.@’ Year 7 Winner
«\o Alice Stafford
¥ %

Sister Truth

The door slams,
The wall shivers,
Pictures look the other way.
Brother Lie and sister Truth,

Arguing every day.

Parent Justice walks in.

The hullabaloo stops. ] w
Justice takes a side:

It is the side of Lie.

7 In total shock and anger,

“What is the purpose

Truth runs into the woods,

To hide away and cry.

Many days pass,

Lie explams a b,on

i

Truth is nowhere to be seen.
Truth pIe

belief: T
. Lie is looking for Truth,
Wondering where she’s

been.
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Waves

Here | am sat on the shore,
When something happens,
I’'ve never seen before.
Something washes up on the white fluffy sand.
| grasp it with my tnembfi'ng hdnd,
I twist lt over, and over oice more,
Just to be sdfe, just to be sure.
Can'l physicallybe holdmg it, 91

71 }b_methmg | seé’ a7

Waves of emotion come waﬁ;nng over me,
Crashing in my brain like the ones at my feet,
With the same chaotic booming beat.

-~ The word truth, what does it mean?
Has it come? Has it been?
2,
As quick as it comes, it soon enough goes,
But to retreat where? Nobody knows.
J

It slips between my fingers, cool on my hand,
Disappearing, merging back with the sand.
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The Gift

Son, | have a gift for you,

For being my child and being; |
You sometimes lie, don’t tell the'trutt :
That’s why I’m glvmg this glftﬁto you-‘., N
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You’lI try to outshme the others, but tﬁ de! is coo r.
€ 4% g’gu heed tobe thé builder son, not e ‘__f _ler
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. | R ¥ :
Her beauty was*ephemer - h olayed nice

Soon to be/‘eglaced by coldest He  h6Y. t Played fair.
ne .eamﬁg I%é filfke h '

Deep br@w'sk'd | '@mg,halr
Bathed i palest Qonhrh?

H%: time to scream,
m the back.

She was i
But Pers

n sweet Medusa,

Y rdered while she danced.
She spun around an

loud, :
As his sword swung for her neck. ¢
The only sound was crunching bone, ‘
As her body was left a wreck.
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The Truth of Medusa

Medusa — whose name probably comes from the Ancient Greek
word for “guardian” - was one of the three Gorgons, daughters
of the sea gods Phorcys and Ceto, and sisters of

the Graeae, Echidna, and Ladon. All of Medusa’s siblings

were monsters by birth and, even though she was not, she had
the misfortune of being turned into the most hideous of them
all.

A beautiful mortal, Medusa was the exception in the family,
until she incurred the wrath of Athena, either due to her
boastfulness or because of an ill-fated love affair

with Poseidon. Transformed into a vicious monster with
snakes for hair, she was killed by Perseus, who afterward used
her still potent head as a weapon, before gifting it to Athena.

The poem is about how Medusa is always portrayed: an evil
monster cursed by Athena for her disrespect. Whereas in
actual fact, she was the victim of a jealous Goddess who
conspired with her half brothers to murder the young woman.



https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Creatures/Medusa/medusa.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Creatures/Gorgons/gorgons.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Other_Gods/Primordial/Phorcys/phorcys.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Other_Gods/Primordial/Keto/keto.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Monsters/Graeae/graeae.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Creatures/Echidna/echidna.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Monsters/Ladon/ladon.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Creatures/Medusa/medusa.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Monsters/monsters.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Creatures/Medusa/medusa.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Olympians/Athena/athena.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Olympians/Poseidon/poseidon.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Myths/Heroes/Perseus/perseus.html
https://www.greekmythology.com/Olympians/Athena/athena.html

